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The Virtual University
• Project at the University Hagen, Germany

• Started in 1996

• More than 10 000 users in the beginning of 
2001 

• Support of different teaching forms 
(lectures, seminars, practical training, 
online exercise hours, ...)

• Integrates all functions of a non-virtual
university from the view of a student



The Virtual University



The Virtual University
• News (blackboard containing up-to-date  

information)
• Office (management functionality)
• Education (access to virtual courses)
• Research (research-related sources of the 

university)
• Library (access to different libraries)
• Cafeteria (contacts between students)
• Shop (additional material sold by the university)
• Information (information about the Virtual 

University)



Task of a Tutor

• update and publish course material
• manage data of students
• assign newsgroups 
• write news and e-mails
• ...

Development and management of courses 
(e.g. lectures, seminars, practical training)



Course Management
Message Management

Office



�teaching material, references, glossary, ... 
(web-pages) 

�Publish the documents
�Assigning tutors 
�Creating Messages

Scenario: New Course 
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Course Management

add a new course  add a new course  



Course Management



Course Management

Part of the student’s view



Part of the student’s view

Course Management



�teaching material, references, glossary, ... 
web-pages 

�Publish the documents
�Assigning tutors 
�Creating Mails 

Scenario: New Course 
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Message Management

message textmessage text
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�teaching material, references, glossary, ... 
web-pages 

�Publish the documents
�Assigning tutors
�Creating Mails 

Scenario: New Course 



Groups of additional functions for 
• updating and deleting course data

• managing student data (e.g. assign students)

• course statistics (e.g. number of students)

• handling internet services (e.g. newsgroup, 
ftp-access)

• definition of departments

Functionality 



General:
• Redesign of the user interface 
• Additional functionality

Special support
• Seminar Assistant 

Current Work 



Presentation on Wednesday 
15:30-16:00, Room 12

“Teaching and Learning in the Virtual University”

Birgit Feldmann
University of Hagen, Germany

Thank you for your attention !


